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Eugeen Schreurs

Instrumental Music and Performance Practice

in the Low Countries

The Case of Agricola’s »D’ung aultre amer« in Context
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1%/.:'(%1? *( 8&,-& 8' 3/' +3,/40 8'44 ,(+*/:') +/*: %&' +*./%''(%& -'(%./0
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%,-.43/A O.-& 5.=4,- '2'(%1 8,%('11') %&' 5'/+*/:3(-' *+ B.,%' 43/;' ;/*.51 *+
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-4.),(; %&' +*./ */ +,2' 5'/:3('(% -,%0 :.1,-,3(1? 3() ,%,('/3(% 5430'/1 +/*:
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Figure 1: City minstrels
with loud wind instruments
in the procession of 1594
with municipal blazon on
the shoulder
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Figure 2:
Musicians with
two different
types of stringed
instruments, a
bagpipe and a
harp in the
procession of
1594
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d L&/*(,-4' T,)(V$().)+% 8!2.,(+,%(% *+ 6,44': X**('(? K'.2'(? O%3)1:.1'.:? 1A1Ae %3E'(

+/*: W+)"$% W'.*+%($% +, '+) %)+3+*(N0 G$Q(+0*+2+, (, 3+ X*..G%+ "+,.(%%.,-+%).3 8+$2+,? ')A
i'4' h3=/,j41 3() 7.;''( O-&/'./1 CK'.2'(? !gg_D? 5A  _A

c Q=,)A? 5A _aA
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1,)'/3%,*(? 34%&*.;& ,:5/*2,13%,*( *( 3 -.,)$% 4("G$% 8,44 5/'1.:3=40 341*
&32' 5430') 3( ,:5*/%3(% /*4'A J&'/' 8'/' %&/'' *+ %&': ,( %&' +,+%''(%&

-'(%./0? 3() -'/%3,(40 +,2' +/*:  _"gAb Q( X/.;'1 %&' 1,%.3%,*( 831 1,:,43/`
+*./ :.(,-,534 5430'/1 8'/' 323,43=4' +/*:  [_c %*  [a!? 3() +,2' .(%,4
-A  _"gA f'/' %** 344 *+ %&' 5430'/1? -,%0 :,(1%/'41 3() *%&'/? k+/''> :,(1%/'41

+*/:') 3 ;.,4)? 8&,-& &3) ,%1 *8( -&35'4A g $ )3,40 -*(-'/% ,( %&' +*/: *+ 3

6.*2+ */ Y+,+3(-)(!, 831 5430') ,( %&' -&./-& *+ O% W*(331A Y',(&3/)
O%/*&: 341* 311.:'1 %&' 5'/+*/:3(-' *+ 13-/') 8*/E1? 'A ;A R3/,3( 8*/E1
3() 53/%1 *+ :311'1A Q( 3(0 '2'(%? 8' E(*8 +/*: 3 23/,'%0 *+ 1*./-'1? 'A ;A

+/*: X/.;'1? %&3% 1.-& 5430'/1 5'/+*/:') 5*405&*(,- 8*/E1 CW.%-& 1*(;1?
N/'(-& -&3(1*(1? :*%'%1? )3(-'1DA  Q( h&'(%? %&' =,/%&543-' *+ $;/,-*43 3()

a ^.('  [dg` <Q%': ^*&3(('1 23( f344' '()' 1,S( 1*(' 2*,/ %13E/3:'(% ;&'15''4%` " 1%A> C<%*
^*&3(('1 23( f344' 3() &,1 1*( +*/ 5430,(; ='+*/' %&' O3-/3:'(%` " 1%A>D? <Q%': ),'
&*'-&5,5'/1`  _1%A> C<%* %&' 4*.) 5,5'/1`  _ 1%A>D? <Q%': b ;&'1'44' ),' *5% 1(3'/ 15''4)'(?
'44,-  1%A? :3E'(` b 1%A> C<b +'44*81 8&* 5430') *( 1%/,(;1? %* '3-&  1%A? :3E,(; b 1%A>De
<Q%': (*-& 3()'/' 15''44.)'(` ! 1%A> C<1%,44 *%&'/ :,(1%/'41` ! 1%A>D` W' R'-&'4''/?
Y'E'(,(;'( C-+A +(A !D? 5A daA

b h*)'4,'2' O5,'11'(1? <W' $(%8'/51' 1%3)115''44,')'(A W''4 Q`  _' '(  d' ''.8?> Z+

[!!"31!$:  g C bcgD? 55A !@[A J&' *%&'/ 5430'/1 8&* 4,2') ,( $(%8'/5 31 -,%,F'(1 8'/'
:':='/1 *+ %&' :.1,-,3(1M ;.,4) *+ O% ^*= 3() R3/0 R3;)34'(? 8&,-& &3) ,%1 -&35'4 ,( %&'
-&./-& *+ O% ^3:'1A O'' h*)'4,'2' O5,'11'(1? <h'1-&,')'(,1 23( )' h,4)' 23( )'

$(%8'/51' O5''44,')'( CW''4 Q` lTQ)' ''.8D?> Y+*1(%-' )(N3%-'"(4) 2!!" G$Q(+01+%-'(+3+,(% B
/+2$+ 5+*1+ 3+ G$%(-!*!1(+ !! C bdaD? 55A _@!dA

 g P,'%'/ $()/,'11'(? Z(+ 2., E$Q(0+, 1'++",+ '!"+,\ E$Q(+0 (, Y"$11+ <A>>B<]>> CX/.;'1?

!gg!D? 55A aa@b[A O'' 341* Y',(&3/) O%/*&:? E$%(- (, 8.)+ E+3(+2.* Y"$1+% \IG+*/)?
 ba_]? /'2A ')(A CIG+*/)?  bbgD? 5A  [[A

   __b` *( O.()301 3() +'31% )301 %&'0 &3) %* 5430 <%'4-E'/ /'01' %8'' 4,')'E'(1 *+%'
:*%'%%'(> C<'2'/0 %,:' %8* 1*(;1 */ :*%'%1>D` $()/,'11'(? W,' 23( R.F,E'(? ,=,)A? 5A adA
$() .5*( %&' /'4'31' *+ R3G,:,4,33( ,(  [aa %&' 5430'/1 5'/+*/:')? 3+%'/ %&' <J' )'.:?
$2' Y';,(3 L'4*/.: '()' :''/ 3()'/ 4,')'E,(1 23( :.F0-E'>` ,=,)A? 55A bg@ A J&'
5430'/1 341* 5*11'11') 53/%=**E1 8,%& %'(*/ :'4*),'1 C,=,)A 5A bgD? +*/ %&' -31' *+ %&'
,%,('/3(% %/.:5'%'/ Z*/F, J/*:='%%3 C:,)9 _%& -'(%./0 1'' %&' :3(.1-/,5% hX@K=4?



Instrumental Music and Performance Practice in the Low Countries

 !c

^3-*= I=/'-&%? 8&*M1 +3%&'/ 6,44': 831 3 -,%0 :,(1%/'4? %&' 1,%.3%,*( 831
:.-& %&' 13:'A J&'/' %&' -&35'4 *+ %&' :.1,-,3(1? )'),-3%') %* O% ^*= 3()

O% h.::3/.1? 831 '1%3=4,1&') ,( %&' -/05% *+ %&' -&./-& *+ O% ^*&(? 43%'/ ,(
%&3% *+ O% i,-&*431A !

C"D $53/% +/*: %&' :.1,-,3(1 8&* 5'/+*/:') ,( 5/*-'11,*(1 3() %&' -,%0
:,(1%/'41? 8' 341* '(-*.(%'/? '15'-,3440 +/*: %&' '() *+ %&' +,+%''(%& -'(9
%./0? ,(),2,).34 3() ,%,('/3(% ,(1%/.:'(%34,1%1A J&'1' 8'/' 5/,:3/,40 8,()
5430'/1? ,( :*1% -31'1 5/*=3=40 -*/('%%,1%1A I+%'( %&'0 8*.4) 5'/+*/: %*9

;'%&'/ 8,%& %&' 2*-34 '(1':=4' *+ 3 -*./% -&35'4 */ -*44';,3%' -&./-&A $
8'449E(*8( 3() +/'B.'(%40 -,%') 'G3:54' ,1 %&3% *+ %&' h'/:3( $.;.1%,(
O-&.=,(;'/ @ 1':,9,%,('/3(% 1,(-' &' 831 341* 3%%3-&') %* %&' -*./% @ 8&*

5'/+*/:') 3% &,;& :311 ,( %&' -&./-& *+ O% Y*:=*.%1 ,( R'-&'4'( ,(
 _g A  " O,:,43/ 530:'(%1 3/' 341* +*.() '3/4,'/? 'A ;A ,(  [bdmbc ,(
O% h.).4' ,( X/.11'41? ,(  _g! ,( %&' -*44';,3%' -&./-& *+ I./ K3)0 ,(

J*(;'/'(? 3() ,(  _g" ,( O% O'/2331 ,( R331%/,-&%A [ Q( 5311,(; ,% :30 ='
5*,(%') *.% %&3% ,( O% O'/2331 ,( %&' 13:' 0'3/ R3/=/,3(.1 )' I/%* 831 3
-3(*(? %&3% ^*&3(('1 h&,1'4,( 831 */)3,(') 3 5/,'1%? 3() %&3% I=/'-&% 831

%/'3%') %* 8&,%' 8&,(' +*/ 31 0'% .(E(*8( 1'/2,-'1A $44 %&/'' -*:5*1')
8*/E1 8,%&*.% %'G% 8&,-& 8'/' 5*11,=40 ,(%'()') +*/ ,(1%/.:'(%34 5'/9
+*/:3(-'A J&' X./;.(),3( -*./% -&35'4 341* 2,1,%') %&' -,%0 1'2'/34 %,:'1?

+*/ 8&,-& %&'0 /'-',2') %/'3%1A J&,1 .()*.=%')40 /'1.4%') ,( 23/,*.1 :.1,-34
'G-&3(;'1? 'A ;A 8,%& /';3/) %* /'5'/%*,/'? 5'/+*/:3(-' 5/3-%,-'? '%-A _

C[D N*./%&40? 8' (*%' %&3% -A  _gg %&' &*:*;'('*.140 -*:5*1') :.1,-

'(1':=4' ;/3).3440 ;3,(') ;/*.()? ,( 13-/') C+*/ 'G3:54' %/*:=*('1D 31
8'44 31 1'-.43/ -*(%'G%1 C2,*41DA $% %&' =';,((,(; *+ %&' 1,G%''(%& -'(%./0 %&'

L*%%*( J,%.1 $AGG2,DA Q( -*(('-%,*( 8,%& R3G,:,4,3( 1'' 341* U',%& P*4E? <O.13%* 3()

Q(1%/.:'(%34 R.1,- ,( N43()'/1 ,( %&' O,G%''(%& L'(%./0?> M(+*G., 6$%.)! .,3 )'+ E$%(- !4
'(% M(G+A X.-,(3 _ Cf,441)34'? in? !gg_D? 5A ccA

 ! P3.4 J/,* 3() X3/=3/3 f3;;&? <L*(+/3%'/(,%,'1 ,( h&'(% 3() R.1,-?> E$%(-!*!1P .,3
T"-'(2.* /+%+."-'\  !**!V$($G W"!-++3(,1%@ Y"$%%+*% \\\ <CCKA $/-&,2'1 '% X,=4,*%&oB.'1 )'
X'4;,B.' i.:p/* 15p-,34 [d? ')A X3/=3/3 fA f3;;& CX/.11'41?  bb[D? 55A _[@dA O'' %&'/'
341* +./%&'/ ,(+*/:3%,*( -*(-'/(,(; %&' 5430'/1M ;.,4)1 ,( %&' K*8 L*.(%/,'1 ,( ;'('/34?
55A _[@d"A N*/ 3 10(%&'1,1 8,%& /';3/) %* %&' :,(1%/'41 1'' '15A P*4E? O.13%* C-+A +(A   D?
55A d @ ggA

 " U',%& P*4E? <Q((*23%,*( ,( Q(1%/.:'(%34 R.1,-  [_g@ _!g?> E$%(- (, )'+ ^+"G.,

/+,.(%%.,-+\ 6!$"-+%@ 6)P*+%@ .,3  !,)+H)%? ')A ^*&( U:'%F CL3:=/,);'?  bb[D? 55A !g_@ gA
f,1 =/*%&'/ 831 (*%') 31 3 5'/+*/:'/ *( %&' 2,*4? 3() 3(*%&'/ =/*%&'/? R,-&'4? *8(') 3

2(!*. 3() 3 4.%'A
 [ O-&/'./1? R.1,- +*/ L3(*(1 C-+A +(A cDA
 _ Q=,)A
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7(;4,1& -*./% *+ f'(/0 TQQQ ':54*0') +,2' %/*:=*(,1%1? 3 (.:='/ %&3%
)/*55')? 5/*=3=40 =0 -&3(-'? %* +*./ ,(  _g[A L*(%3-%1 ='%8''( %&'

7(;4,1& 3() X./;.(),3( -*./%1 8'/' ,(%'(1,2'? 3() 1* 1*:' 53/344'41 :30 ='
311.:')A $--*/),(;40? ,% ,1 (* 1./5/,1' %* +,()? 3% %&' -*./% *+ P&,4,5 %&'

N3,/? +,2' %/*:=*(,1%1 31 8'44? ,( 3)),%,*( %* 5430'/1 *+ G$%+))+? 2(+**+? 4*$)+%

.**+G.,3+% 3() ).G5!$"(,A X'1,)'1 %&'1' :.1,-,3(1 8' +,()? 4,1%') 1'53/3%'40
3() 8,%& 3( 3((.34 1343/0 *+ !d 5*.()1? $.;.1%,( O-&.=,(;'/? -*/('%%

5430'/ 3() 4.%'(,1% *+ %&' E,(;A d J&'/' 3/' (* 'G54,-,% 3/-&,234 /'+'/'(-'1 %* 3
&*:*;'('*.1 1%/,(; '(1':=4'? =.% 8' :30 4*;,-3440 311.:' ,%1 'G,1%'(-'
C1'' ='4*8DA c

Q% ,1 8,%&,( %&,1 =/,'+40 1E'%-&') k:.1,-34 =,*%*5'q %&3% $;/,-*43? 8&*

3--*/),(; %* &,1 +#().#' '(S*0') +3:' 31 3 1%/,(; 5430'/? a %*;'%&'/ 8,%& %&'
*/;3(,1% f'(/,-.1 X/')':'/1 3() 1,(;'/1m-*:5*1'/1 1.-& 31 P,'//' )' 43
Y.'? )' I/%* 3() ^*&3(('1 X/3r*((,'/? %&/,2') 3() %&3% &,1 8*/E1 3/' %* ='

1,%.3%')A $1 34/'3)0 13,) @ 353/% +/*: %&' +,2' %/*:=*(,1%1 @ %&'/' ,1 (* 'G9
54,-,% 3/-&,234 /'+'/'(-' %* 3 &*:*;'('*.1 -*(1*/% *+ ,(1%/.:'(%1 3% %&'
-*./%? =.% ,( 2,'8 *+ %&' 2'/13%,4,%0 *+ %&' 3+*/':'(%,*(') ,(1%/.:'(%34,1%1

3() 1,(;'/1 ,( %&,1 5'/,*) ,%1 'G,1%'(-' -3((*% =' /.4') *.%A X0 830 *+

,44.1%/3%,*(` ,(  _ _? P'%/.1 $43:,/'? 1-/,=' 3() 1."3+ 3+ *(2"+% 3% %&' X./9
;.(),3( -*./%? 1,(;'/? -*:5*1'/ 3() 341* E(*8( +*/ &,1 k),54*:3%,-q 3-%,2,9
%,'1? 1*4) %&,/%''( -/.:&*/(1 %* %&' 7(;4,1& E,(;A b J&,1 +3-%? %*;'%&'/ 8,%&

%&' 'G,1%'(-' *+ 5,'-'1 8&,-& ='-3.1' *+ %&' %'11,%./3 -3( =' 5430') *( %&'
-/.:&*/(? 344*81 .1 %* 311.:' %&' 'G,1%'(-' *+ 3 &*:*;'('*.1 -/.:&*/(
-*(1*/% ,( i*/%& 7./*5'3( -*./%1A Q( %&,1 -*(('-%,*( ,% :30 =' 5*,(%') *.%

%&3% $43:,/' &,:1'4+ -*:5*1') 3 +,2'953/% M.,3+",.0+,? 3() %&' L*5'(9
&3;'( 2'/1,*( CWU@UE?  ac!D 15'-,+,-3440 1%,5.43%'1 <-/.:&*/(> +*/ %&' =311
53/%A J&' 3:=,%.1 31 8'44 31 %&' 8/,%,(; *+ %&' *%&'/ 2*,-'1 1'': %* ,(),-3%'
%&3% %&,1 5,'-' 831 15'-,+,-3440 ,(%'()') +*/ -/.:&*/(1A J&,1 ),2'/1,%0 *+

 d X/.(* X*.-E3'/% 3() 7.;''( O-&/'./1? <f3(1 i3;'4? 5'/+*/:'/ 3() 150 ,( 7(;43() 3()
N43()'/1 C-3AA  [bg@ _" D?> J,'4:3( O.13%* C-+A +(A   D? 55A  g @ _A

 c J&' %'/: <2,'44'> -3(? ,( 5/,(-,54'? /'+'/ %* 1'2'/34 %05'1 *+ =*8') 1%/,(;1A R*/'*2'/? ,%
:30 =' 311.:')? =0 3(34*;0 8,%& %&' 2'/13%,4,%0 *+ %&' -,%0 :,(1%/'41 8&* -*.4) 5430
1'2'/34 ,(1%/.:'(%1? %&3% %&,1 831 341* %&' -31' 8,%& -*./% :.1,-,3(1A O'' 'A ;A $()/,'11'(?
W,' 23( R.F,E'( C-+A +(A  gD? 55A ca@b A

 a Y*= 6';:3(? <$;/,-*43? $4'G3()'/?> M'+ [+: ^"!2+ Z(-)(!,."P !4 E$%(- .,3 E$%(-(.,%?
1'-*() ')(A CK*()*(? !gg D@ 2*4A  ? 5A !!_A

 b J&'/' ,1 341* 3 /'+'/'(-' %* 3 -'/%3,( $4'G3()'/ $./,+3=/,? 5*11,=40 %* =' ,)'(%,+,') 8,%&
$;/,-*43H O'' 7.;''( O-&/'./1? <P'%/.1 $43:,/'` R.1,- L344,;/35&'/? R.1,-,3(? L*:9

5*1'/? O50?> M'+ M"+.%$"P !4 W+)"$% T*.G("+_ E$%(- .,3 T") (, U*+G(%'  !$") E.,$%-"(#)%
<?>>B<?K?? ')A f'/='/% U'44:3( Ch&'(%?  bbbD? 5A !gA
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 !b

15'-,+,- =.% 23/,') &*:*;'('*.1 1-*/,(; 1&*.4) -3.1' (* 1./5/,1'? +*/ 341*
*.%1,)' %&' -*./% -*(%'G% C'A ;A 3:*(; %&' $(%8'/5 -,%0 :.1,-,3(1D %&'/' 3/'

1.++,-,'(% ,(),-3%,*(1 %&3% 5430'/1 :31%'/') :*/' %&3( *(' ,(1%/.:'(%A !g

R3G,:,4,3( &3) +*./ 2,*4 5430'/1 )./,(; &,1 /',;( C"  _ bD? 3() &,1 1*(
P&,4,5 %&' N3,/ 5/*=3=40 &3) 3 1:344 ;/*.5 *+ 1%/,(; 5430'/1? S.1% 4,E'
R3/;3/'% *+ $.1%/,3A! J&,1 8*.4) 1'': %* ,(),-3%' %&' =';,((,(; *+ 3 %/3),9

%,*( 3% %&' X./;.(),3(9f3=1=./; -*./%? 8&'/'=0 %&' 1%/,(; -*(1*/% ;/3).3440
%**E 1&35'A K,%'/3/0 1*./-'1? %**? :3E' /'+'/'(-' %* :.1,-34 5'/+*/:3(-'1

8&,-& &32' =''( %'/:') :'!*+ -!,%!") ,( 43%'/ 7(;4,1& 1'-*()3/0 4,%'/3%./'\
J&.1 3 X/.11'41 ),34*;.' =**E4'% )3%,(; +/*: -A  _[g :'(%,*(1 +*./ h'/:3(

%/32'/1* 5430'/1A!! T,*41 3/' -4'3/40 :'(%,*(') ,( J,'4:3( O.13%*M1 6(H(+%G+

*(2"+ -!,)+,.,) )"+,)+ +) $,+ -'.,%!,% ,!$2+**+% 3+% -'.,%!,% -!,2+,.5*+% I

#"!#(-+% . N!$+" %$"+ *+% 2(!*+% I .$*)"+ (,%)"$G+,)Q G$%(-.*+% C$(%8'/5  _[_?
YQOR  _[_ [DA!" $ =,% 43%'/? ,(  _d!? 8' '2'( +,()? ,( 3 -*(+/3%'/(,%0 -*(9
%'G%? 3( 7(;4,1& 2,*4 C*/ 2,*4,(HD -*(1*/% 3% M19f'/%*;'(=*1-&A![

Q( %&,1 -*(%'G% ,% ,1 .()'/1%3()3=4' %&3% 3% %&' '() *+ %&' +,+%''(%& -'(%./0
3 15'-,+,- 4,%'/3%./' 831 -/'3%') +*/ ,(1%/.:'(%34 '(1':=4'? &*:*;'('*.1 */
(*%A $% %&' =,/%& *+ %&,1 ;'(/'? &*8'2'/? 3 1%/,-% ),1%,(-%,*( 831 (*% 348301
)/38( ='%8''( ,(1%/.:'(%34 'G'/-,1' :3%'/,34 =31') *( 2*-34 :*)'41 C'A ;A
:311 53/%1D? 8&'/' %&' +*-.1 ,1 *( /&0%&:,- C'A ;A :'(1./34 5/*5*/%,*(1D?

!g O'' $()/,'11'(? W,' 23( R.F,E'( C-+A +(A  gD? 55A ca@b A
! P*4E? O.13%* C-+A +(A   D? 55A d!@cA Q(  _![@_ %&'/' ,1 '2'( 3 :'(%,*( *+ 3 <;/**%'

20**4'>A J&' %'/: <20**4'> ,1 1*:'8&3% 3:=,;.*.1 3() -3( /'+'/? )'5'(),(; *( %&'
-*(%'G%? %* 3 2,*4,( */ 3 2,*4A

!! LA  _[g` <,-E &**/)' **-E 1''/ ;&'(*'-&'4,S-E 15'4'( :'% 2,'/ ).0%1-&' +4.0%' s R0
).(-E% )3% W.0%1-&' 83/'(? 83(% ),' 23( *(1'( 43()' '( 15'4'( ,( 1.4-E'/ :3(,'/'( (,'%
341 1094,')'( 15''4)'(? *+% &'% :*'1% F0( 23( M1 U'01'/1 2*4-E? (3'/ :0( 2'/1%3()%> C<Q 341*
&'3/) 5430,(; =0 +*./ h'/:3( +4.%'1 AAA Q %&*.;&% %&'0 8'/' h'/:3(? +*/ *./ \*8(]
-*.(%/0:'( )* (*% 5430 4,E' %&'0 )*? 4'1% %&'0 =' *+ %&' 7:5'/*/M1 +*4E? ,( :0 2,'8>D` Yp('

X'/(3/) K'(3'/%1? O+) [+3+"*.,3% #!*(4!,(+% *(+3 (, 3+ Q+%)(+,3+ ++$: CR'-&'4'(?  b""D? 5A  __A
!" U/,1%,(' UA N*/('0? <i'8 Q(1,;&%1 ,(%* %&' L3/''/ 3() R.1,-34 L*(%/,=.%,*(1 *+ J,'4:3(

O.13%*?> J,'4:3( O.13%* C-+A +(A   D? 5A  dA

![ Tp/*(,B.' Y*'42,(E? ^+1+2+, 3+, %.,1+"+,\ E++"%)+GG(1+ G$Q(+0 5(N 3+ `**$%)"+ 8(+2+ X"!$:+
Y"!+3+"%-'.# )+ a%7O+")!1+,5!%-' (, 3+ Q+%)(+,3+ ++$: CM19f'/%*;'(=*1-&? !gg!D? 55A ac@aA
R'(%,*( ,1 :3)' *+ %&' 5./-&31' *+ 7(;4,1& <2,*4'(>? %* =' 5430') =0 %&' 1,(;'/1 8&,4'
1'3%') )./,(; :'34%,:'1 *+ %&' L*(+/3%'/(,%0A f'(-' %&' 311.:5%,*( %&3% %&'1' 8'/' 2,*41
C)3 ;3:=3D` <43'%'( :3,-E'( ,( 7(;'43(% ''( -*++'/'( :'% 20++ 2,*4'(? \13:'( :'% ''(]
20++-3(%'( 4'11'(3,/ )3,/ ),' 13(;'/1 20++ =*'-E'( *5 4';;'( 341 F0 *5%' 2,*4'( 15''4'(>
C<f32' :3)' ,( 7(;43() 3 -31' 8,%& +,2' 2,*41? \%*;'%&'/ 8,%& 3] +,2'91,)') 4'-%'/( 31 %&'
1,(;'/1 5.% +,2' =**E1 *( ,% 8&'( %&'0 5430 %&' 2,*41>DA Q( 3)),%,*(? -&3,/1 3/' 5./-&31')`
<20++ 1-3='44'(? 2*,/)' F3(;'/1 *5%' 1,%%'( 341' *5%' 2,*4'( 15''4'(> C<+*/ %&' 1,(;'/1 %* 1,%
.5*( 8&'( %&'0 5430 *( %&' 2,*41>DA O'' ,=,)A? 55A !cb@agA



Eugeen Schreurs

 "g

:'4*),- */ -*:=,(') ),++,-.4%,'1 3() 5./'40 ,(1%/.:'(%34 5,'-'1A Q( 1*:'
-31'1 *(' -*.4) '2'( 311.:' %&3% 8' 3/' (*% )'34,(; 8,%& ,(1%/.:'(%34

:.1,-? =.% 8,%& 1*4:,F3%,*( */ <53113;;,>9'G'/-,1'1 +*/ 1,(;'/1? 34%&*.;&
1*:' 8*/E1 :30 *+ -*./1' &32' 1'/2') 3 )*.=4' 5./5*1' 3() 8'/' %&.1
:.4%,+.(-%,*(34A

Q( 3(0 '2'(%? %&,1 (31-'(% ,(1%/.:'(%34 :.1,- 3() ,%1 k&0=/,) /'43%,2'1q
'(S*0') 3( ,(-/'31,(; 1.--'11 3() %&' 4,%'/3%./' 831 3)*5%') 3() 1%,:.43%')
=0 :,(1%/'41 3() %&' -,%,F'(/0? 8&,-& ,( %./( 4') %* 3 ;/'3%'/ )':3() +*/

:3(.1-/,5%1? 3() 43%'/ +*/ 5/,(%1? *+ 1.-& :.1,-A f*8'2'/? +'8 *+ %&'1'
:3(.1-/,5%1 &32' 1./2,2')A O,(-' %&'1' 53/%=**E1 *+%'( -*(%3,(') (* ,44.9
:,(3%,*(? %&'/' 831 (* 3/%9&,1%*/,-34 /'31*( %* 5/'1'/2' %&':A W'15,%' %&'

:3(0 4*11'1 ,% ,1 1%,44 5*11,=4' %* )/38 .5 3 4,:,%') 4,1% *+ :3(.1-/,5%1 +/*:
%&' K*8 L*.(%/,'1 8,%& ,(1%/.:'(%34 */ 3% 4'31% k,(1%/.:'(%3494**E,(;q?
%'G%4'11 :.1,-A i'')4'11 %* 130? %&,1 4,1% :.1% =' 2,'8') ,( %&' -*(%'G% *+ %&'

:.-& ;/'3%'/ (.:='/ *+ 1,:,43/ :3(.1-/,5%1 5/'1'/2') ,( 6'1%'/( 7./*5'
C'A ;A Q@X-? t  ce WU@UE?  ac!e Q@N(? XA YA !!be Lf@Oh1? [d 3() Lf@
Oh1? [d!e $@6(? R.1A  aa gDA Q( %,:'? ,(1%/.:'(%34 :.1,- 341* -3:' %* ='

5/,(%')` I%%32,3(* P'%/.--,? ,( &,1 O."G!,(-+ G$%(-+% b3'+-.)!, T CT'(,-'?

 _g ? YQOR  _g D?  .,)( Y CT'(,-'?  _g!? YQOR  _g!!D 3()  .,)(  

CT'(,-'?  _g[? YQOR  _g["D? 1'':1 %* &32' 1''( 3)23(%3;' ,( ,%A O,:,43/40?
P,'//' $%%3,(;(3(%? ,( &,1 P3/,1 -&3(1*( =**E *+  _""? 3553/'(%40 -*(9

1,)'/') %&' %,:' /,;&% %* 5.=4,1& 2*-34 -&3(1*(1 +*/ /'-*/)'/ 3()m*/ )".2+"%!

-*(1*/%` X(,1) +) %+#) -'.,%!,% J V$.)"+ #.")(+% . *. 4*+$%)+ 3.**+G+,) c +) . *.

4*+$%)+ . ,+$4 )"!$% CYQOR  _"" ) 31 8'44 ),) O.13%* ,(  _[_ 31 :'(%,*(')

3=*2'\!_

J&' %'G%4'11 5,'-'1 */ %&' 8*/E1 ),15430,(; ,(1%/.:'(%34 +'3%./'1 C'A ;A

'G%'()') 3:=,%.1? 4'351? /.(1D 3/' -&3/3-%'/,F') =0 %&' +3-% %&3% %&'0 3/'
:*1%40 ,( %&/'' */ +*./ 53/%1A 7G-'5%,*(1 3/' %&' %8*953/% /&0%&:,-

k'G'/-,1'1q +/*: %&' 6+1!2(. E.,$%-"(#) 3() 3 +'8 +,2'953/% -*:5*1,%,*(1

1.-& 31 %&' 34/'3)0 :'(%,*(') M.,3+",.0+, =0 $43:,/'A!d Q( 3)),%,*(? %&'1'
%'G%4'11 5,'-'1 ,( %&/'' */ +*./ 53/%1 *+%'( -*(%3,( /&0%&:,-3440 4,2'40
53113;'1 3() 3( 'G-&3(;' *+ %&':3%,- :3%'/,34 %&3% ;*'1 ='0*() %&' .1' *+

%&' 13:' -.,)$% 4("G$%A!c

!_ O'' f*83/) R30'/ X/*8(? `,%)"$G+,).* G$%(- #"(,)+3 5+4!"+ <R>> CL3:=/,);'?  bd_D?
55A ["@[A

!d Y',(&3/) O%/*&:? M'+ /(%+ !4 d$"!#+., E$%(-@ <K]>B<?>> CL3:=/,);'?  bb"D? 5A dgdA
!c N*/ %&' /,1' *+ ,(1%/.:'(%34 :.1,- 1'' 341* O%/*&:? ,=,)A? 55A "_a@b? _da@cgA N*/

Ma.,3+",.0+,eM.,,3+",.- 1'' O-&/'./1? P'%/.1 $43:,/' C-+A +(A  bD? 5A !gA
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 " 

Table 1:
Sources from the Low Countries containing textless compositions (c. 1485–1550)

28

PK$L7 IYQhQi PVYPIO7 m
I6i7Y

iVRX7Y IN

PQ7L7O m
LIiJ7iJ

W$J7 N$OLQRQK7 m
7WQJQIi

J*(;'/'(? O%
i,-&*431? 1A1A

KL ),)3-%,- .1' =0
<F3(;:''1%'/> m
-&*,/=*01H

b 2*-34 m
%'G%4'11
C,(-*:54'%'D

-A  [a_ O-&/'./1?
$(%&*4*;,'?
55A dd@c

X@X/? QQm!cg KL :*(31%'/0 CHD
CZ+2!)(! G!3+",.
:*2':'(%D

!b 2*-34 m
%'G%4'11

-A  _gg X*.-E3'/%9
O-&/'./1?
L*44'-%,'!b

7@O7? 1A1A O53,( m
KL

-*./% !g[ 2*-34 m
%'G%4'11

-A  _g! O';*2,3
L&3(1*((,'/

iK@R? 1A1A KL 5/,23%' .1' m
-&./-&
:.1,-,3(H

  2*-34 m
%'G%4'11
C,(-*:54'%'D

-A  _g_ O:,%1 T3(
63'1='/;&'"g

hX@K=4? $))A
"_gac

KL K3.8'/0( 23(
63%'/24,'%

ca 2*-34 -A
 _g_@d

R-R./%/0" 

Q@N-? X31'2, !["b KL m
Q%340

$;*1%,(, L,3/),
+3:,40 m O,'(3

ac 2*-34 m
%'G%4'11

-A
 _g_@a

R'-*(,"!

X@X/? QTAbg m
X@J2? b[

KL 5/,23%' m X/.;'1 !! 2*-34  _  U'11'41""

!a O*:' *+ %&' 1*./-'1 3/' (*% 0'% /'5'/%*/,') ,( YQOR */  +,%$%  .).*!1$+ !4 E.,$%-"(#)

6!$"-+% !4 W!*P#'!,(- E$%(- <=>>B<??>A Y'(3,113(-' :3(.1-/,5% 1%.),'1  ? _ 2*41A

Ci'.&3.1'(9O%.%%;3/%?  bcb@aaDA N*/ :*1% *+ %&'1' 1*./-'1 1'' T,)'!*!1(+ 2., G$Q(+07
4".1G+,)+, $() 3+ 8.1+ 8.,3+, ;G(33+*++$:+, B "+,.(%%.,-+D\ W!*P4!,(+@ G!,!3(+ +,
*+(%)++,4".1G+,)+, (, 4.-%(G(*+? ')A 7.;''( O-&/'./1 CP''/?  bb_D 8&'/' 341* /'+'/'(-'1 8,44
=' +*.() %* :*)'/( '),%,*(1 */ -*::'(%3/,'1A KL ,( -*4.:( ! ,1 3( 3==/'2,3%,*( +*/
<K*8 L*.(%/,'1>A

!b  !**+-)(+ G(33+*,3+"*.,3%+ +, *.)(N,%+ 1++%)+*(N+ *(+3+"+,\ Y"$%%+*@ f!,(,0*(N0+ Y(5*(!)'++0@ E6 ``

AL>@ -.\ <?>>A R*(.:'(%3 N43()/,3' :.1,-3 c? ')A X/.(* X*.-E3'/%? 7.;''( O-&/'./1?
^'1E' T3( W*(;'(? $()/,'1 6'4E'(&.01'(? 3() ^'3(,(' W' K3()%1&''/? K'.2'( !gg_A

"g ^*F'+ O:,%1 T3( 63'1='/;&'? <7'(  _)' ''.8 :.F,'E=*'E 23( )' 1%3)1:,(1%/'4'( 23(

R331%/,-&%H?> /+,.(%%.,-+7E$Q(+0 <=>>B<R>>\ Z!,$G ,.).*(-($G /+,F Y+",."3 8+,.+")%
CK'.2'(?  bdbD? 55A ![c@c"A

"  '.,%!,,(+" !4 O(+"!,PG$% 8.$:+"P, 2., g.)+"2*(+)\ 8!,3!,@ Y"()(%' 8(5"."P E%\ T33\
K?>]L? +3-1A ')(A? ,(%/*)A 6,44,3: R-R./%/0 CP''/?  babDA

"! Y.%+2(  !3+H\ U*!"+,-+@ Y(5*(!)+-. 3+*  !,%+"2.)!"(!@ E6 A=KC? +3-1A ')(A? ,(%/*)A f*('0
R'-*(, CP''/?  bbgDA

"" K'*( U'11'41? <J&' X/.11'41mJ*./(3,9P3/%=**E1` O%/.-%./'? Q44.:,(3%,*(? 3() N4':,1&

Y'5'/%*/0?> M(N3%-'"(4) 2., 3+ 2+"+,(1(,1 2!!" [+3+"*.,3%+ G$Q(+01+%-'(+3+,(% "c C bacD? 55A
a!@  gA X'/(3/) f.01? <$ Y'-'(%40 Y'),1-*2'/') O,G%''(%&9L'(%./0 Q44.:,(3%') R3(.9
1-/,5%` $ O%.)0 *+ %&' O*./-'1 3() L*(-*/)3(-'1 *+ %&' J&,/) kJ*./(3,q P3/%=**E?> R.1,9
-*4*;0 3() $/-&,234 Y'1'3/-& C-+A +(A  !D? 55A _!!@"_A



Eugeen Schreurs

 "!

X@Oi3==''4 KL H " 2*-34 m
53/%40 %'G%4'11
C,(-*:54'%'D

'3/40
 d%&

-'(%./0

O-&/'./1?
+*/%&-*:,(;

X@XY?
O%3)13/-&,'+? _"a?
:.F,'E+/3;:'(%'(
$9N

KL -*:5*1'/ CHD b 2*-34 m
%'G%4'11
C,(-*:54'%'D

-A  _"g O-&/'./1?
$(%&*4*;,'?
55A ac@bd

N@L$?  !_@a KL Z';&'/' T3(
R34'

!![ 2*-34 m
%'G%4'11?
)3(-'1

 _[! W,'&4"[

X@IV? _g3 KL -*:5*1'/ CHD ! 2*-34 m
%'G%4'11
C,(-*:54'%'D

='+*/'
 _[b

O-&/'./1?
$(%&*4*;,'?
5A  g"

X@XY?
O%3)13/-&,'+? _"b?
:1A [ 

KL X311 53/%=**E d_ 2*-34 m
%'G%4'11

+,(,1&')
-A  __d

T3(&.41%"_

I(' *+ %&' :*1% -/'3%,2'40 /'8*/E') -&3(1*(1 ,1 .()*.=%')40 %&' "!,3+.$
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Figure 3: Table with the first four bars (longae) of the tenor
38
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%'(*/? /'1':=4,(; :*1% -4*1'40 %&' %'(*/ *+ (*1A b@ ! ,( N,;./' "A[b

v

N/*: %&' 8/,%,(; *+ %&' 8*/E1 3() %&' %05*4*;0 *+ %&' 1*./-'1 *(' :30
-*(-4.)' %&3% 2*-34 3() ,(1%/.:'(%34 5/3-%,-' 5,'-'1 =';3( %* 4'3) 3( ,()'9
5'()'(% 4,+'A Q( *%&'/ 8*/)1? 8' 3/' 5/*=3=40 8,%('11,(; %&' k=,/%&q *+ ,(9
1%/.:'(%34 '(1':=4' :.1,-? */ 3% 4'31% 3% 3 5,2*%34 :*:'(% ,( %&' '2*4.%,*(

%*83/)1 ,(1%/.:'(%34 ,()'5'()'(-'A X.% ,% ,1 2'/0 ),++,-.4%? 3() ,( 53/%
3/%,+,-,34 31 8'44? %* )/38 3 2'/0 1%/,-% =*.()3/0? +*/ :*1% *+ %&'1' 8*/E1
8'/' :.4%,+.(-%,*(34? 1*:'%,:'1 %3-E,(; ='%8''( ,(1%/.:'(%34 @ ,( %&,1 -*(9

%'G% *(' -3( 341* %&,(E *+ %&' =.,4),(; *+ 1%/,(;') ,(1%/.:'(%1 ,( +3:,4,'1 @?
2*-34 C'A ;A 1*4:,F3%,*( 'G'/-,1'1 %* =' 2*-34,F')? 1*:'%,:'1 8,%& 3 ),)3-%,-
),:'(1,*(D? */ 8/,%%'(9*.% 2*-34 ,:5/*2,13%,*(A

[a Q=,)A? (*A _a? 55A ad@cA
[b O-&/'./1? i'8 +,(),(;1 C-+A +(A "dD? 5A  ! 3() 55A  !"@dA



Eugeen Schreurs

 "a

$% %&' /,1E *+ ,(-/'31,(; %&,1 3:=,;.,%0 '2'( +./%&'/? Q 8*.4) 4,E' %* )/38
3%%'(%,*(? 8,%&,( %&' -*(%'G% *+ 3( *2'/2,'8 *+ %&' 1*./-'1 +/*: %&' K*8

L*.(%/,'1? %* %&' 3(*(0:*.1 %&/''953/% b-' 2!+" 3(+ 3!!) +/*: :3(.1-/,5% QQ
!cg *+ %&' U*(,(E4,SE' X,=4,*%&''E ,( X/.11'41 C+*41A  "g2@ "!/DA

Example 1: Beginning of »Och voer die doot« (Tandernaken)
50

$4%&*.;& %&,1 8*/E ,1 ,(-4.)') ,( 3 :3(.1-/,5% *+ -4'3/40 2*-34 -*(-'5%,*(
C3() 5/*=3=40 :'3(% /3%&'/ +*/ k/'3),(; 34*(;q %&3( +*/ 1,(;,(;D ,% ,1 2'/0
,(1%/.:'(%34 ,( -&3/3-%'/ C'A ;A %&' 4*(; (*%' 234.'1 *+ %&' %'(*/? :3E,(;
%&3% 53/% @ 3% 4'31% 3--*/),(; %* :*)'/( 1%3()3/)1 @ 2,/%.3440 .(1,(;3=4'DA

J&' -.,)$% 4("G$% ,( %&' %'(*/ ,1 5/*2,)') 8,%& %'G%? 3() -*.4) '2'(%.3440
8,%& 3 +'8 :*),+,-3%,*(1? 5'/&351 =' 1.(;? =.% ,% 1'':1 %* :' 2'/0 .(4,E'40A
X.% %&' 'G%'()') %'11,%./3 *+ %&' *%&'/ 2*,-'1? %&' 4'351? %&' +3-% %&3% %&'

-.,)$% 4("G$% -3( =' ,)'(%,+,') 8,%& %&' 8'449E(*8( M.,3+",.0+, :'4*)0?
,(),-3%' %&3% 8' 3/' )'34,(; /3%&'/ 8,%& ,(1%/.:'(%34 :.1,-? 34=',% %&3% &'/'
%** @ 5'/&351 3;3,( 5./'40 %&'*/'%,-3440 @ %&' 5*11,=,4,%0 :.1% =' -*(1,)'/')

%&3% %&'1' 3/' #.%%.11( :'3(% %* =' 2*-34,F') ,( 3( ,:5/*2,13%*/0 :3(('/ */
3% 4'31% 8,%&,( 3( ,:5/*2,13%*/0 %/3),%,*(? */ '2'( 3 E,() *+ k1*4+o;'9'G'/-,1'1qA

Q( %&' 5/'1'(% 1%3%' *+ *./ E(*84');' Q 8*.4) 4'32' ,% %* %&' :.1,-,3(1 %*
'G5'/,:'(% 8,%& 5*11,=4' 5'/+*/:3(-' 1*4.%,*(1? ',%&'/ ,(1%/.:'(%34 */ 2*-34?

=.% 8,%& 3 5'/1*(34 5/'+'/'(-' +*/ 3( ,(1%/.:'(%34 5'/+*/:3(-' *+ %&*1'
5,'-'1 %&3% 355'3/ %* =' k3%05,-3440q 2*-34? +*/ ,(1%3(-' ='-3.1' 3 %'G% ,1
43-E,(;A 6&'%&'/ */ (*% 8' 3/' &'/'=0 3%%'(),(; %&' k=,/%&q *+ ,(1%/.:'(%34

:.1,- +*/ :'!*+ -!,%!") @ %&'/' 3/' 3/;.:'(%1 #"! 3() -!,)". @ Q 4'32' %* %&'
),1-/'%,*( *+ 3 -/,%,-34 3() -/'3%,2' 5'/+*/:'/A

_g J3E'( +/*: L*44'-%,' C-+A +(A !cD? (*A  g? 5A baA


